warmly invites you to preview

Rukmini Varma’s latest collection of paintings,
7.30 pm Thursday 19th January 2017
at gallery g, Maini Sadan, 38 Lavelle Road, 7th Cross, Bangalore
In the presence of Chief Guest S.M. Krishna,
former Chief Minister of Karnataka and former Union Minister for External Affairs,
Guest of Honour Sangita Jindal Chairperson JSW Foundation and
Rukmini Varma herself.
This is her first exhibition since 1982 and the evening will be all the more special with your presence.
Opulence & Eternity runs till Sunday 19th February 2017.
The evening’s programme is overleaf. Three outreach events, one each on 21st January, 25th January and
11th February 2017 are listed on the accompanying card.

T

hirty-five years after
her astonishing
show at the Jehangir
Gallery, gallery g is proud
to present Rukmini Varma’s
latest collection of paintings
through Opulence & Eternity.
Created in her unique style,
this is the first time since 1982
that Rukmini is displaying her
works of art.
Born in 1940 as Princess
Bharani Tirunal of Travancore,
Rukmini is a great-great
granddaughter of Raja Ravi
Varma, and custodian of his
legacy through the Raja Ravi
Varma Heritage Foundation.
Raised in a palace amidst
court painters and artistes, she
draws inspiration from masters
like Rubens and Rembrandt,
nourished also by the palette of
her own illustrious ancestor.
The paintings in Opulence &
Eternity exemplify splendour

programme
7.30 PM
Cocktails
8.00 PM
Our Guest of Honour will speak
on JSW Foundation conservation
initiatives in Hampi.
8.15 PM
The premiere screening of
Thus Far
a documentary on Rukmini Varma
conceptualised by Parvathi Menon,
former Chief Producer and CEO
Children’s Film Society India
and created by Studio Trika
8.25 PM
The Chief Guest will unveil
the collection’s keynote canvas
and address us.
The collection will then be on view.
A pass-around dinner will be served
through the evening.

RSVP Lawrence @ +91 80 2221 9275, +91 99454 65685
Enquiries: gitanjalimaini@gmail.com
For ease of access please bring this card with you.
Thank you.

and metaphor, marrying legend
with history, and mythology
with drama. Mixing a minimum
of colours, the hallmark of
these velvety canvases is
allegorical imagination, where
beauty is celebrated as eternal
and divine. Shades of skin are
contrasted against exquisite
jewels and shimmering gold,
and the underlying intent is
the enhancement of the human
form.
Rukmini’s first solo in
Bengaluru was inaugurated by
Governor Sukhadia in 1973,
followed by a show at the Lalit
Kala Academy in Delhi, opened
by President V.V. Giri. After
exhibitions on the Continent,
Rukmini’s acclaimed 1976
London exhibition was opened
by Lord Mountbatten. She
lives and works in Bengaluru,
offering, as Justice A.N. Ray
once remarked, ‘the key to
beauty and bliss in life.’

Maini Sadan, 38 Lavelle Rd,
7th Cross, Bangalore - 560001.
8 www.gallerygbangalore.com
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Opulence & Eternity

Opulence
&
Eternity
Outreach Programme

here at Maini Sadan, 38 Lavelle Rd, 7th Cross, Bangalore

In Conversation:
Rukmini Varma
with Manu S. Pillai

A Masterclass in Oils:
Jay Varma and
Joseph Dolderer

Coins from
Bygone Realms
with Rajender Maru

Manu is a critically-acclaimed
historian, columnist and
author of the award-winning
The Ivory Throne:
Chronicles of the House of Travancore.

An interactive demonstration with
Jay Varma and Joseph Dolderer,
both acclaimed artists associated with
Studio Incamminati, Philadelphia’s
well-known art school modelled on the
traditional Italian accademia and the
French atelier.

A viewing and sale of antique coins
from the eras shown in
Opulence & Eternity.

Saturday, 21st January 2017
11 am onwards

The conversation will dwell on
Rukmini Varma’s career and
particularly the painting of this,
her latest collection.

It will be a wonderful opportunity
to meet the artist and
discover what lies behind
the creation of these paintings.
Lunch will follow.

Wednesday, 25th January 2017
11 am onwards

Jay and Joseph will speak about oil
painting, the approaches, perspectives,
styles and techniques and Joseph will
paint a portrait live. The portrait will
then be on display at the gallery.

Do join us for what’ll be a lively,
unforgettable creation of a masterwork.

Saturday, 11th February 2017
11 am onwards

Rajender Maru, of the Karnataka
Numismatic Society, will speak.
Author of the best-selling South
Asian Coins and Paper Money, his firm,
Marudhar Arts, held the first National
Numismatic Exhibition in 2011.
Coins from Egypt, the Hoysala era,
medieval South India, Travancore
and others. Coveted numismatic
treasures, in a once-in-a-lifetime
opportunity.

Opulence
Opulence
ecnel&upO
Lunch and afternoon tea will be served.

Lunch will follow.

We hope you will join us.
Seats at all three events are limited so please RSVP your acceptance as soon as you can to
Lawrence @ +91 80 2221 9275, +91 99454 65685. Enquiries: gitanjalimaini@gmail.com.

I

t’s been a wonderful
2016, planning Opulence
& Eternity. Mounting
a show like this demands
teamwork of the highest
order and it wouldn’t be
happening without all
the people who rallied
round for gallery g. So,
expressions of the deepest
gratitude are due to the
individuals and firms
below:

most notably this show’s
keynote canvas.

CREATOR,
curator

champion OF
THE ARTS

Rukmini Varma for the
unparalleled artistry that
created these masterworks:
she spared no effort in its
execution.

Sangita Jindal, for her
sterling art and conservation
initiatives in Karnataka,
with the JSW Foundation,
most especially in Hampi,
and the Kaladham Art
Village, Vijayanagar.

Gitanjali Maini, for her
curatorial vision and
for getting together the
people, the pictures,
the place and the other
essential elements; Arun
Rajagopalan and Rajesh
M. Deedwania for being
instrumental, too, in this
show taking place.

ONE WHO
SHOWED THE WAY
S.M. Krishna who fosters
the Hoysala cultural legacy
and who inspired Rukmini
Varma’s Hoysala paintings,

portraits were impeccably
handled by Rahul Sarkar.

TO THOSE BUT
FOR WHOM —

ORGANISATIONAL
EXCELLENCE
Dimension was added by
the Outreach events and
coordinated merchandise.
This is where Ramya
Rajagopal and T.S. Prasad’s
foresight and expertise were
brought to bear.

MESSAGE, MEDIUM
Communicating
Opulence & Eternity’s
concept and schedule

to art lovers and wellwishers was by Sonny
Abraham’s creatives, put
together by Isaac Anchan,
which were printed by
Excel Prints.
Then, spreading the word,
the key PR function, was
Archana Shenoy and Red
Communications. Shubha
and Manohar took it on
from there, making sure all
those on the gallery g
address book were
informed.

image capture
For the documentary, Thus
Far, a very special mention
to Vineet Sabharwal.
Lantern Camera and
Kushal Raheja took
care of still photography,
capturing images
and portraits to
great effect. Looks
and styling for the

GILDING THE LILY
Enhancing picture appeal:
framing, installation and
display. Here we salute
Shivanand, Anthony,
Johnson Lawrence,
Girish Yadav, Nagendra
and Shanker.

GOOD SPREADs
Since gallery g believes
that not just great art
but great food and drink,
too, are the way to your
hearts, we commend
to you: Caperberry
Restaurant and Abhijit
Saha for the preview
banquet; Sachu from
Adiga’s and Anju for
the delectable Outreach
lunches and teas.

AND, FOR THEIR
MORAL SUPPORT
All along the way,
have been those whose
contribution has been
to cheer on, encourage,
tactfully suggest and
support unstintingly.
The honour roll:
Sandeep Maini,
Venu Varma and
Ganesh V. Shivaswamy.

Maini Sadan, 38 Lavelle Rd, 7th Cross, Bangalore - 560001. | +91 80 2221 9275, +91 99454 65685
8 gitanjalimaini@gmail.com 8 www.gallerygbangalore.com ä galleryGarts å gallery_g_arts

warmly invites you to

Rukmini Varma’s latest collection of paintings,
from Friday 20th January 2017 till Sunday 19th February 2017
10 am to 6 pm everyday
At gallery g, Maini Sadan, 38 Lavelle Road, 7th Cross, Bangalore.
This is her first exhibition since 1982
and it’s much anticipated for the masterworks it contains.
We look forward to seeing you.
Three outreach events, one each on 21st January, 25th January and
11th February 2017 are listed on the accompanying card.
A special limited edition of prints and gift options will be available at the exhibition.

T

hirty-five years after her
astonishing show at the Jehangir
Gallery, gallery g is proud to
present Rukmini Varma’s latest collection
of paintings through Opulence & Eternity.

Created in her unique style, this is the
first time since 1982 that Rukmini is
displaying her works of art.
Born in 1940 as Princess Bharani Tirunal
of Travancore, Rukmini is a great-great
granddaughter of Raja Ravi Varma, and
custodian of his legacy through the
Raja Ravi Varma Heritage Foundation.
Raised in a palace amidst court painters
and artistes, she draws inspiration from
masters like Rubens and Rembrandt,
nourished also by the palette of her own
illustrious ancestor.

The paintings in Opulence & Eternity exemplify
splendour and metaphor, marrying legend with
history, and mythology with drama. Mixing
a minimum of colours, the hallmark of these
velvety canvases is allegorical imagination,
where beauty is celebrated as eternal and
divine. Shades of skin are contrasted against
exquisite jewels and shimmering gold, and the
underlying intent is the enhancement of the
human form.
Rukmini’s first solo in Bengaluru was
inaugurated by Governor Sukhadia in 1973,
followed by a show at the Lalit Kala Academy
in Delhi, opened by President V.V. Giri. After
exhibitions on the Continent, Rukmini’s
acclaimed 1976 London exhibition was opened
by Lord Mountbatten. She lives and works in
Bengaluru, offering, as Justice A.N. Ray once
remarked, ‘the key to beauty and bliss in life.’

Maini Sadan, 38 Lavelle Rd, 7th Cross, Bangalore - 560001.
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